
European Union's Beef Situation
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EU Beef Exports Steadying in the Wake of BSE & 
FMD Crises But More Dependent on Russia Market 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
Million tons 

100 

200 

300 

400 

Thousand tons 

CY 1996 - 2001 
Exports by Destination 

Exports 

Consumption 

Total Supply 

0
2000 2001 2002 (p) 2003 (f) Russia Egypt Saudi Arabia Others 

EU beef exports for 2003 are forecast at 570,000 tons, up from the 2002 estimate, but well below 
the 854,000 tons moved in 1999. The EU is expected to concentrate on exporting to Russia and 
its Eastern European neighbors. Many of the EU’s trading partners in the Middle East have 
maintained restrictions concerning BSE, forcing the EU to direct beef export refunds to smaller 
markets. Future export growth will be constrained by declining cattle inventories. Cattle 
numbers are set to fall to 79.8 million head in 2003, 2.4 million less than the 2000 level. 

EU beef imports for 2003 are forecast at a record 530,000 tons, up 30,000 tons from the 2002 
estimate. Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay are the greatest beneficiaries of expanding EU demand. 
U.S. exports to the EU continue to be limited because of the hormone ban. The cattle herd in the 
EU is forecast to decline as some farmsteads elect to permanently leave the beef industry in 
response to declining government financial support. With the gap between total exports and 
imports falling to only 40,000 tons in 2003, the EU has moved much closer to becoming a net 
beef importer. U.S. beef exports to the EU reached $12.9 million in 2001. 





European Union 
BEEF IMPORTS 

(metric tons) 

Fresh/Chilled 
Origin 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 
Argentina 28,130 28,064 27,498 26,700 32,788 32,209 8,939 
Australia 4,921 5,927 7,119 6,735 7,980 6,070 5,374 
Botswana 0 4,587 5,218 5,984 5,507 5,715 7,616 
Brazil 4,149 4,631 6,126 6,887 14,926 22,318 36,321 
Canada 26 251 234 327 441 354 307 
Croatia 0 1,306 1,149 1,071 839 713 384 
Czech Republic 58 313 680 481 970 301 343 
Hungary 777 4,250 5,275 4,529 7,036 7,493 3,158 
Namibia 0 5,685 4,595 6,153 7,189 6,010 6,719 
New Zealand 57 282 314 483 403 458 426 
Poland 4 165 359 2,425 4,158 6,078 5,646 
Slovenia 0 1,434 2,351 2,684 2,788 2,523 1,333 
Swaziland 0 339 317 302 416 730 59 
United States 3,453 4,769 5,061 5,178 3,240 277 320 
Uruguay 4,442 6,480 6,827 6,982 7,805 6,719 4,648 
Zimbabwe 6,501 5,418 5,800 5,083 5,424 5,459 4,119 
Others 13,315 1,131 11,951 393 617 267 1,209 
Total 65,833 75,032 90,874 82,397 102,527 103,694 86,921 

US market share 5% 6% 6% 6% 3% 0% 0% 

Frozen 
Origin 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 
Argentina 
Australia 
Botswana 
Brazil 
Hungary 
Namibia 
New Zealand 
Paraguay 
Poland 
South Africa 
United States 
Uruguay 
Zimbabwe 
Others 

23,871 26,377 27,456 10,990 11,892 8,121 3,389 
649 3,884 3,042 3,871 1,224 246 598 

0 5,785 6,650 7,028 6,015 5,430 7,453 
13,124 23,630 30,374 38,035 55,841 65,800 65,119 
1,360 1,048 679 494 784 701 491 

0 2,863 2,552 2,747 3,177 2,629 2,899 
4,100 5,181 5,772 6,879 3,244 1,411 1,592 
2,454 1,017 1,219 848 792 515 498 
1,672 1,474 1,273 1,920 1,230 1,330 2,553 

13,689 1,579 3 6 6 588 0 
1,912 2,898 1,914 693 343 30 37 

16,740 14,411 22,534 19,674 11,991 9,911 9,616 
4,786 870 1,324 1,720 1,365 1,686 1,524 
9,049 4,356 7,192 474 734 610 1,580 

Total 93,406 95,373 111,984 95,379 98,638 99,008 97,349 

US market share 2% 3% 2% 1% 0% 0% 0% 

Processed 
Origin 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 
Argentina 
Brazil 
Poland 
Switzerland 
Uruguay 
United States 
Zimbabwe 

34,833 31,800 33,056 23,247 20,681 20,556 14,638 
53,109 50,454 47,721 54,750 63,502 62,121 66,709 
5,299 3,914 2,397 5,633 4,996 5,387 2,451 
1,939 729 775 821 2,060 937 849 
4,799 3,991 5,452 4,684 6,165 4,276 4,307 

946 186 244 129 665 535 66 
3,516 2,074 2,716 2,483 1,568 602 524 



Others 13,303 8,225 9,077 4,818 2,721 2,069 1,055 
Total 117,744 101,373 101,438 96,565 102,358 96,483 90,599 

US market share 1% 0% 0% 0% 1% 1% 0% 

Grand Total 276,983 271,778 304,296 274,341 303,523 299,185 274,869 

Total US market share 2% 3% 2% 2% 1% 0% 0% 

Sources: U.N. Statistical Office for 1995 and Eurostat for 1996 - 2001. 



European Union 
BEEF EXPORTS 

(metric tons) 

Fresh/Chilled 
Destination 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 
Andorra 1,977 1,681 1,919 1,839 1,829 1,642 1,372 
Bosnia 668 1,365 1,186 399 904 1,227 3,212 
Ceuta 0 13,482 0 0 630 557 402 
Cyprus 29 78 617 537 702 780 109 
Czech Republic 2,232 1,727 565 3,277 1,997 2,923 8 
Egypt 955 6,972 5,084 7,174 13,668 10,307 65 
Hungary 2,270 1,270 1,040 615 65 783 1,361 
Indonesia 3 3 2 1 0 3,112 324 
Israel 213 1,634 1,616 4,540 1,999 868 37 
Japan 37 9 80 87 202 268 1 
Jordan 3,554 1,942 742 0 733 573 36 
Kuwait 1,888 1,599 1,952 1,997 1,932 1,811 62 
Lebanon 3,053 3,637 4,986 4,804 2,749 1,671 478 
Macedonia 21 2,466 4,039 5,457 3,962 2,427 2,806 
Malta 105 199 1,158 1,601 1,434 1,445 113 
Melilla 0 0 0 0 400 400 267 
Philippines 323 0 0 0 542 1,021 0 
Qatar 456 194 124 140 186 267 36 
Russia 4,680 7,638 18,375 15,001 14,938 23,170 66,844 
Saudi Arabia 7,969 6,381 8,841 8,093 6,737 8,838 12 
South Africa 187 152 2,786 541 759 381 0 
Slovakia 544 4 1 462 331 457 14 
Switzerland 1,164 451 373 742 1,711 3,459 630 
Tunisia 3,222 1,704 5,110 2,607 1,113 897 24 
United Arab Emirates 2,358 1,764 2,829 2,646 2,663 2,466 30 
Vatican City 0 878 991 952 842 517 508 
Fed. Rep. Yugoslavia 130 1,959 708 60 58 658 0 
Others 35,558 21,056 14,937 19,060 7,502 2,723 7,631 
Total 73,596 80,245 80,061 82,632 70,588 75,648 86,382 



Frozen 
Destination 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 
Albania 1,882 975 1,347 838 875 810 532 
Algeria 13,641 20,229 7,103 15,675 12,919 1,993 5 
Angola 3,668 5,358 5,001 3,119 3,781 4,263 2,306 
Bahrain 1,143 752 875 822 1,028 863 5 
Belarus 53 349 2,463 438 367 531 374 
Bosnia & Herzegovina 1,919 3,676 4,565 3,005 3,650 3,720 4,371 
Bulgaria 4,654 526 4,149 2,762 8,580 3,179 304 
Comoros 2,927 1,510 1,765 1,206 632 1,313 1,567 
Croatia 2,032 2,541 4,718 3,116 2,207 3,169 877 
Cyprus 2,740 1,932 1,445 1,107 1,442 1,868 1,101 
Egypt 105,325 91,986 114,169 99,469 133,841 120,676 3,729 
French Polynesia 1,617 808 546 561 1,173 870 15 
Gabon 6,869 4,859 3,946 2,417 2,378 1,808 385 
Gaza & Jericho 0 612 1,250 2,016 1,783 758 55 
Georgia 426 51 119 99 192 384 389 
Ghana 6,109 2,694 2,152 1,241 3,788 610 130 
Greenland 372 885 793 777 769 619 568 
Hong Kong 1,959 254 289 347 342 302 328 
Hungary 9,957 4,693 9,421 4,828 2,981 2,958 1,644 
Indonesia 81 35 42 29 858 14,055 1,011 
Iran 41,562 39,470 28,679 12,743 7,407 5,591 56 
Israel 12,591 10,920 9,452 8,359 5,006 1,037 433 
Japan 341 83 169 295 672 701 24 
Jordan 5,371 4,558 5,057 1,001 2,585 1,883 0 
Kuwait 3,265 2,492 2,734 1,209 2,543 2,623 17 
Latvia 231 723 298 434 153 386 235 
Lebanon 5,212 2,349 2,281 2,273 985 1,029 666 
Liberia 789 292 226 307 847 532 187 
Macedonia 286 530 432 490 1,775 1,756 556 
Malta 5,752 5,212 4,864 3,890 3,573 4,100 1,853 
Mayotte 0 1,596 1,503 1,113 1,820 1,999 2,394 
Moldova 2,322 787 1,344 1,617 899 1,203 177 
Morocco 8,257 3,683 1,124 4,256 8,554 6,833 4,156 
North Korea 0 4 2 6 58 5 11,989 
Philippines 6,334 5,766 2,649 4,136 16,422 18,805 83 
Romania 748 242 535 641 434 301 1,365 
Russia 178,347 250,362 321,460 196,223 334,177 110,120 260,685 
Saudi Arabia 31,724 22,472 20,926 19,746 16,439 13,178 23 
Fed. Rep. Yugoslavia 2,280 4,913 5,836 1,775 959 801 0 
Seychelles 351 374 155 136 377 530 13 
Slovakia 679 794 404 805 786 1,190 81 
South Africa 40,845 39,781 28,839 8,847 10,010 3,993 341 
Tunisia 1,796 397 770 295 761 765 0 
Turkmenistan 4,500 10,666 4,536 2,090 2,390 1,718 0 
Ukraine 629 1,538 703 775 416 567 188 
United Arab Emirates 7,021 3,870 4,104 3,399 3,781 2,958 92 
Uzbekistan 16,199 34,958 20,267 4,799 8,116 868 40 
Others 83,911 54,046 24,897 13,625 7,935 7,437 3,929 
Total 628,717 647,603 660,404 439,157 623,466 357,658 309,279 



Processed 
Destination 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 
Albania 0 0 0 0 828 7 60 
Angola 155 2,172 3,165 2,563 3,283 4,486 8,558 
Armenia 293 231 116 237 451 704 380 
Australia 424 203 294 225 306 260 0 
Ceuta 0 1,120 0 0 545 574 304 
Congo 0 98 939 72 343 385 514 
Congo, Dem. Rep. 94 329 1,034 940 1,148 3,710 1,800 
Cuba 8,416 876 2,046 1,258 2,608 2,037 2 
Egypt 495 463 605 1,034 551 594 34 
French Polynesia 111 182 244 313 292 288 0 
Gaza & Jericho 0 60 169 52 602 434 0 
Georgia 662 667 559 672 191 714 67 
Ghana 19 22 263 145 1,057 769 636 
Guinea 205 86 314 138 331 354 614 
Indonesia 12 668 294 1 231 786 20 
Israel 101 156 71 337 339 564 17 
Jamaica 0 0 0 0 0 404 67 
Lebanon 3,213 2,761 3,696 4,512 2,820 3,588 658 
Malta 219 72 114 155 212 340 50 
Nigeria 14 21 57 27 58 620 882 
Philippines 10 125 189 260 629 495 2 
Romania 225 321 704 959 520 319 33 
Russia 26,827 31,849 16,809 6,377 585 283 53 
Switzerland 88 490 449 593 788 781 479 
Trinidad & Tobago 34 0 49 115 246 439 195 
United Arab Emirates 291 308 320 396 292 268 12 
Uzbekistan 51 4,840 3,493 7,751 366 2,528 580 
Zimbabwe 0 0 34 50 15 253 18 
Others 20,837 19,322 12,148 10,377 8,625 4,098 3,087 
Total 62,796 67,442 48,175 39,559 28,262 31,082 19,122 

Grand Total 765,109 795,290 788,640 561,348 722,316 464,388 414,783 

Sources: U.N. Statistical Office for 1995 and Eurostat for 1996 - 2001. 


